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Session Objective

Demonstrate techniques for creating effective websites
using Domino tools

» De-Mystify web technologies that can (and should) be
leveraged by Domino developers

* Provide some concrete examples of and tools that can be
used to improve web design

* Wet your appetite for more

Session Agenda

Updated replacements for common Ul elements
— Date Picker

— Directory (NAB) picker

» CSS - The basis for effective and flexible Web Ul
» Good looking Action Buttons without the Java Applet
» Effective approaches to File Attachments

» Tabbed Tables for complex forms

* On the fly tables to meet flexible data needs

» Tricks and techniques for views

» Approaches for Menu Navigation

» Escaping frames by leveraging all these tricks




Ul Elements - Date Picker

Objective: To provide a browser Ul experience similar to

the Notes Client

* Many examples available on the web (Google it!)

Demo code uses two types
Teamwork Solutions version (descended from somewhere)
Tigra Calendar from SoftComplex (http://www.softcomplex.com)

Using exiting widgets without knowing them well

Benefits / Risks

Convert standard tool for use with Domino

Where should you put the files? Names?
Making them re-usable

Ul Elements - Date Picker (con')

» Teamwork Picker Components

gCalWidget.js script library
In-line code to add button that runs the code

» Tigra Calendar components

calendarl.js (World style) renamed tigraCalendarl.js in demo DB
calendar2.js (US style) renamed tigraCalendar2.js in demo DB
calendar.html — renamed TigraCalendar.html in demo DB

13 images (not all required) imported and renamed with “tigracal\”
prefix in demo DB

Initialization code called from onLaod event
Inline code calls class routine




Ul Elements - Directory Picker

» Objective: To provide an easy to use powerful tool to get
names from the NAB to your application

* Several versions — latest one uses AJAX from Matt White
of Fynn Consulting Ltd

» Components of NabPicker
— tsNabPicker.js script library
— AJAX NAB picker multi form
— AJAX NAB picker single form
— Call functions from hotspots
tsGetSingleName(“<fieldname>", ™);
tsGetMultiNames("<fieldname>", ");

CSS — Basis for Web Ul

» Use CSS to control rendering instead of hard coded
formatting

» CSS rendering can be simplistic to very complex
— Demo
» Examples here use CSS extensively
* CSS can be manipulated using JavaScript
» Tools for developing and modifying CSS
— MacroMedia Dreamweaver
— FireFox Web Developer extension and others (demo)




Action Buttons without Java

* Objective: Eliminate Java Applet and get good looking

Action Buttons

e Process

— Switch Action Bar to render using HTML

— Create CSS that can be applied to Action Bar and
Buttons

— Use JavaScript to apply CSS after page is loaded
DEMO

Approaches for File Attachments

Objective: Capture and present attachments that are
more friendly to users

Sample of basic attachment control

Adding coordinated content to attachments
Rendering attachments in line (for images, etc.)
More complex approaches

— Quickplace

— DLI Uploader Control - www.dli tools.com




Tabbed Table

Objective: Provide better looking multiple paged
presentation and eliminate need for server interaction

Adding Style to tabbed tables generated by Domino

Replacing Domino generated Tabs with HTML and CSS
code

On The Fly Tables

Objective: Provide for tables with 0 to n rows of data, including
actionable components (buttons, selectors, etc.)

Data stored on form in list of delimited strings (using tilde “~"
Use “hidden from web user” field (visible to JavaScript
onLoad event or inLine code renders the data into a table,
Button to add new rows / Hotspots to select or modify rows
Convert the data in field to array of objects

Rendering of each row callable for the object




Views - Tips and Tricks

* Objective: Improve consistency and quality of data
rendered when using views without overhead of applets

* Use HTML in displayable columns to augment what
Domino provides

— Compute HTML in the view
— Grab HTML from items saved on the documents

 Use XML from ReadViewEntries URL command to
bypass Dominos rendering completely

— JavaScript class to render data from view

Menu Navigation

* Objective: Improve look and feel and provide DHTML
cascaded menus for navigation from page to page

» CSS and JavaScript used to popup and render the menus




“Unframing” a Framed Site

* Objective: Render site without frames to mitigate
limitations of frames

» Cascaded menus are limited to displaying in currents

» CSS drives placement and look of page elements

Other Issues and Concerns

Browser Compatibility

Cross Platform testing

Notes Client integration

Authentication might be required for some components




References

All Scott Good’s Articles in Lotus Advisor
Some of Henry’s articles in Lotus Advisor

HTML & CSS reference //www.blooberry.com
Teamwork: www.teamsol.com

Scott: www.goodthinking.com
Henry: www.henrynewberry.com (session updates)

Penumbra: www.penumbragroup.com

QUESTIONS

(Stump the chump)

Please fill out your evaluations!

Email: newbs@teamsol.com
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